
 1 

Message from John Roe – Club Chairman 
The AGM of Purley Sports Club was held on 9th August, and for the first time our 

new Club President, Mr Steve Frieze, conducted the proceedings with much confi-

dence and finesse - thank you Steve for this.  In the last financial year to 31-MAR-17 

the Club made a deficit for the first time in four years, on the back of some considerable capital expenditure  

investing in the improvement of playing facilities and infrastructure.  Meanwhile, plans are now well advanced to 

extend our gym and fitness area, and to renew the old boilers and hot water system, hopefully in the early part of 

next year.    The AGM Minutes covers all the detail of future plans, club accounts, and management matters, and 

will be available to download from the club website in the near future. 

Preparations are now complete to carry out extensive works on the grass surfaces during September and October, 

to ensure the best possible condition for the 2018 season.  There were a number of issues this year with extended 

cold/wet period through March/April, followed by several weeks of scorching conditions which created numerous 

challenges.   Your Management Committee has been working with our club staff, specialist contractors, and outside 

experts, to ensure everything that can be done, will be done to ensure the best possible playing surfaces at Purley 

Sports Club.  

For those who are interested the short mat bowlers are preparing for the winter season as the summer outdoor 

bowls comes to an end.   I am pleased that they are accepting of the nominal £9 increase in the fee for the winter 

season, and I hope that more members from various sections will be interested to become involved in this very 

enjoyable indoor sport. 

I want to promote the forthcoming "BIG BAND" event on Sunday 17th September 4.00 to 8.00pm.  This looks to be 

a fantastic social event for the club, featuring the 20 strong Ember Big Band, including some vocals from Matt  

Elverson (Rat Pak).   Tickets are now selling - so organise some friends to come along and enjoy a fabulous  

afternoon at the club.  Full details and tickets from Reception. 
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SUNDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER, 4-8pm 

THE EMBER BIG BAND plays the End of Season Summer event for 

all the family, BBQ included. Tickets available from reception  

£20 per adult, £10 child or £50 per family with up to 3 children.  

U5s free. 

TABLE TENNIS 

Starts again this Sunday,  

11am-1pm. 

£2 for members. 

£5 for non-members. 

DON’T MISS 

THE SUPERB 

EBB 

BAND!!   
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2017 has been a fantastic year for Purley Cricket’s Colts’ section – in fact the most successful in recent  
history.  The club run 8 teams each weekend – from Under 8s right through to Under 15 age groups each 
with their own volunteer managers for match day and weekly training at The Ridge throughout the  
summer, overseen by Head Coach Ian Yull and his highly motivated coaching team. 
 
Building on a successful season last year our under 9s team were unbeaten during the league season and 
won their zonal division, defeating Old Whitgiftians in a nail-biting end of season winner takes all 
match.  On the upcoming Bank Holiday Monday they have a play-off match against Esher to decide the 
overall NEC league champions. 
 
Our under 11s and under 15s teams also secured their divisional titles (divisions 1 and 2 respectively) with 
some fantastic performances, a number of players winning regional and county representation.  Our under 
13s finished second in their division and the youngest team of under 8s showed amazing spirit throughout 
the summer to secure 3rd place. 
 
The spirit which all the teams have displayed this year has been first-rate and the club was very successful 
in attracting new players.  All in all the future looks very bright for the club at every age group. 
 
Furthermore it’s not just the boys who helping take the club forward; a growing number of girls are joining 
us, attending the regular training sessions and representing the various colts teams.  We hope that  
England’s success in the World Cup this year will see the continuation of this welcome trend. 
 
Our end of year awards day in September promises to be a great celebration with games, BBQ and  
presentations to round off the season.  Close season nets begin in October and continue throughout the 
winter, please contact chelinesyee@gmail.com for more details. 

COLTS Cricket 

mailto:chelinesyee@gmail.com
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BOWLS 

 

On the sunniest Bank Holiday Sunday I can  

remember, Purley made their annual trip to  

Selsey to play for the Wharf Cup.  Twelve  

members managed to regain the cup winning  

46-43.  The tea was scrumptious,  the green 

played well and the company delightful.  A great 

day was had by all.  

    Jane Seymour, Lady Captain 

BOWLS CLUB FINALS are on Saturday 2nd to Sunday 3rd September.  

All are welcome to come and watch.  Play starts 10a.m. 
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Bar Opening Hours: 
Monday – Saturday   

11:00 – 23:00  

 

Sunday 12:00 - 22:30 

 

Happy Hour 16:30 – 18:00 

Monday – Thursday  

Kitchen Opening Hours: 
 
Monday - Friday   
Lunch 12:00 - 14.30  
Evening 18:30 - 21:30 
 
Saturday 12:00 - 21.30   
Sunday 12:00 - 14:00 
 

 

EVENTS—SAVE THE DATES 

29 September—MacMillan  Coffee Morning 

3 December—Junior Christmas afternoon with Magician 

10th December—Christmas Carvery and 17th December—Christmas Carvery 

31st December—New Year’s Eve dinner dance party 

More details of each event will follow and deposits will be taken from 15th September.  Please note that 
the members bar will be open on New Year’s Eve as well as a function in the Cowen Suite. 

We are also working on a similar wine or beer tasting event in October, a music night in  

November and the ever popular quiz night.  Watch out for individual section events too. 

Snap chat with Bob Butler—Tennis 
Cleaning contractor entrepreneur—is that right? 

Well you could say that, little did I know that back in the 70s with my ladder and 

bucket, that soon after, I would start my own company in the West End and have 

a large clientele, securing contracts with the likes of Armani, Hermes, Ralph  

Lauren etc., with many high profile private clients too.  I still have a wide range 

of contacts and mainly specialise in that area, but now I am semi retired.  Most 

of it has been excellent and has kept both my wife Helle, daughters; Jessica & 

Gemma & son Jamie, happy over the years.  However, the time I got stuck on a 

window ledge for 2 hours, several storeys high in Oxford St. was not for the faint 

hearted!  When I do retire one of my daughter’s who also plays tennis here, is 

thinking about taking the business over. 

You’re one of a recent group of hip replacements, how has it been for you? 

Brilliant.  After seeing the successful operation results  from friends like Walter and Mike, it got to the point I 

wasn’t able to play tennis at all.  Through recommendations, I went to Prof. Richard Fields, based at Epsom  

hospital who specialises in hips and knees.  Although I was extremely apprehensive, it went very well and I was 

back playing tennis within 12 weeks.  Amazing, I would encourage anyone to have it done. 

How long have you been playing tennis here at Purley Sports ? 

I’ve played here for 42 years.  Originally I played cricket, but it took too long out of my family life, so I switched.  

I joined tennis here, because it was the best club around, albeit a bit highbrow in those days.  Nowadays it is 

much more friendly and the tennis standard is very high, especially in the veterans.  The sport is very important, 

but other clubs do not have what we have here such as the bar, catering, lovely staff, playing surfaces  and other 

sports to watch, which is why we all keep coming back.                                                   Thanks Bob 


